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Primordial

From the first cell in the seething sulfuric seas,

Existence is to struggle.

Squinting up through the water,

Sometimes we see it—happiness—

And reaching, we scratch the surface.

Will you trade all your days for the film under your nails?



Free-floating mind

To this body I am bound
It weighs a hundred-something pounds
And drags along this wretched ground






Filicide

In the beginning, there was magma.

A red planet, barren save rock,

Ruled by volcanoes, inhospitable—but

The most common volcanic vapor is water, and
They filled the skies and basins by drops,

What patience! Then

“I put you onto this earth,” they spewed

A choking cloud of dust in the atmosphere
And half of life disappeared
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Hurricane

Categorical chaos, curling—
Counterclockwise, northward twirling—
Continent and sea bestride—
Stratosphere and earth collide.
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The Robin’s Song

Once I heard a robin sing

To a girl who wasn't listening

He looked at her with tilted head
And purple wing

And breast of red

Look my way and I'll go home,

Back home, back home,

Where the wild wind blows

Look my way and I'll go home,

Back home, where the wild wind blows
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Succession

I am monument.

Carrying your ripples, I

Claw and crawl; I stand, anew.

Mountains I mold, rivers uncurl;

Warden of your legacy, [ strive;

I uphold your singsong colors in my blood.
By my witness all shall know,

Ere life was, and

Here it yet remains.
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A View of the River

River, before your soft unyielding touch,
even mountains bow;
in your embrace, my heart could never stay a stone.
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